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Cost Effectiveness/Yield/Medical Economics
Doxycycline a Cheap and Valuable Antibiotic

OP Kapoor

of specially because it can be administered
once or twice a day and is very cheap
compared to modern antibiotics.  The drug is
doxycycline.  In fact, this is the only
tetracycline which can be given to patients
having chronic renal failure.  We mainly use
it in patients of Falciparum Malaria -
especially to wipe off the infection after the
patient has responded to usual treatment.
Leptospirosis, which is an extremely common
disease especially in rainy season, also
responds very well to this antibiotic.  Though
this drug can be prescribed in many
conditions; respiratory disease like primary
atypical pneumonias and ricketssia infection
also respond to doxycycline.

I am writing this article, as I was tickled
to read in the text book of medicine that like
glucosamine, doxycycline is also being used
to slow the progress of osteoarthritis.  I have
no personal experience of this, but I am
trying out this drug which has very little side
effects and is not costly.

Day by day, newer and newer antibiotics
are hitting the market. Initially, the

doctors were happy because the frequency of
giving these antibiotics was not three or four
times a day (but only once or twice). Also the
range of organism sensitive to these drugs
became so much, that today because of the
promotion (healthy and unhealthy) of the
pharmaceutical companies, the GPs are
prescribing antibiotics more often, even when
not required (common example is viral cold
and cough). Thus, in a case of lower
respiratory chest infection in a COPD
patient, instead of prescribing simple
ampicillin or cortrimoxazole twice a day-
doctors are prescribing very costly, new
antibiotics.

I am drawing your attention to an old
antibiotic, which I admire and am very fond
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CAPSULE ENDOSCOPY VS. COLONOSCOPY FOR DETECTING POLYPS AND CANCER

This study assessed the ability of a capsule  endoscope to detect the colorectal polyps and cancer seen
with optical colonoscopy. The sensitivity and specificity of capsule endoscopy for the detection of
advanced adenomas were 73% and 79%, respectively. These findings demonstrate the relatively low
sensitivity of capsule endoscopy and do not support its use for colorectal cancer screening at this
time.
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